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tent of our inter-communication, the entire land. 
There is the name: ‘Swarr oversoarp’! Ob, 
how those words flash on the eye, while the dull 


29 | sense refuses to comprehend them! But then how 
29 | vividly the Vision rises, through all the aching 


29 | dullness of the soul, of the dread scene! The 


fond and glowing face, as last it turned to look 
upon the homestead, to look upon the mother, do 


30 | you not see it there, looking wildly its last on 


#° earth above the raging, blinding billow! That 
3° | noble and beauteous form, clasped by a mother’s 
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arms in the unutterable tenderness of love the 
morning it went frem her, see it there now catch- 
ing the spar, beaten down from it, beaten down 
with it, by terrible and remorseless waves, down, 
down, down, passive, lifeless, where silence reigns, 
where light is not, into the ebon stillness of the 
Deep! No letter now; no message ; and no re 
turn, until the Resurrection! No other, or nearer 
vision of that form !—Can any tell, can any sound 
the depths vaster than ocean’s, of that experience ? 
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and gloom? Can any tragedy reveal its great- 
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SORROW : THE SEEN AND THE REAL. 








Amone the published accounts of the late ter- 
rific disaster which befel the steamship San 
Francisco,-occurs the name of one young man, 


‘swept overboard’ in company with a hundred 
and fifty others, whom the tremendous sea scat- 
tered upon the raging waters, amid the wreck of 
spars and deck, and whom it then hurled, blinded 
and lifeless, into the tossed and seething depths. 
“Swept overboard”! That is all that the world 
knows about it; all that the types can stay to 
tell. The name, the incident, takes half a line of 


the long account. The eye scarcely notices it as it 
traverses with swift eagerness the fascinating and 
What is one sapling amid a 


tragic record. 
forest? one lonely grave-stone along a hillside 
gleaming all over with its companions? one 
scarred and broken shrub, in a field blasted by 
lightning, and trampled by the tornado !—such is 
one name occurring in the midst of the rapid 
and profuse accounts that have reached us of the 
disaster ; that have carried their millions of read- 
ers to the scene of the peril, and made them safe 
eye-witnesses of the tragedy. The name, ihe date, 
“swept overboard’ as the history—that is the 
whole. 

Now follow back»to where alone, in a distant 
rural village sits the fevered and anxious mother, 
watching for tidings of her son. He is her only 
prop and hope. The father, in the midst of his 
manly intelligence, his courageous Christian vigor, 

- his prosperous and successful enterprise, has been 
taken away by death. The energy and skill that 
im a few years more would have crowned his in- 
dustry with ample resources for his modest house- 
bold, had just begun to realize their results, when 
the Master called for him. His estate was thus 
embarrassed; and his widow, with her young 
household, was left to face the world as best she 
might. One son, the eldest of the children, has 
been carefully nurtured, has been amply and even 
expensively trained, at the best academical and 
collegiate institutions; is prepared to engage, with 
good habits, with fine powers, with every promise 
of success and reward, in the enterprise of life. 
On him the mother henceforth leans, with joyful 
and confiding yet trembling hope, as her strong 
staff and her beautiful rod. An opportunity offers 
for his profitable employment on the coast of the 
Pacific. And with a heart that palpitates with 
anxiety, yet that shrinks from contemplating its 
own forebodings, and with a resolute judgment 
that tries to put away all such forebodings in con- 
sideration of the high end, she bids him go, and 
prepares him for the voyage. 

Again and again, more and more strongly as 
the near day approaches, her anxieties re-arise. 
She cannot help but feel and speak them ; for is 
he not now her only remaining hope and helper, 
and ‘What if he should be lost to us!’ What 
if she never should see again that manly figure, 
the mirror of his Father’s, or hear those tones of 
filial tenderness and a confiding courage! But 
every prospect is bright and cheerful, glowing 
with promise for the young emigrant. The ship 
is new ; the voyage, one often and safely made; 
and once upon the golden coast, the aid of friends 
can almost assure to him a rapid advance to com- 
petence and return. And so the preparations go 
on more rapidly, and at the last, she bids him “ Go.” 
There is no trembling in‘her accents as she says 
it. Even his quick solicitude discerns no tear 
dimming her eye, as she looks on him for the Jast 
time at his departure for the ship. The sinking 
of the frame, the blinding and bitter flood of tears, 
come after this; when he can not know it, when 
the great sadness of her heart cannot oppress him. 
She has given her son, for a great prize. God 
save him now, and speed him on his way! The 
languid frame sinks in the reaction ; and day by 
day the household life seems burdensome and in- 
tolerable, to that bowed soul. But prayer brings 
with it its ministry of comfort. The voices of 
friends speak hope and courage. And gradually, 
with intervals, the life resumes its wonted courses. 
The news of prosperity and success are anticipat- 
ed; the possibility of danger scarcely allowed. 
The youth is full of strength and vigor; intelli- 
gent, cultivated, beloved of friends, formed for 
success. His habits are good, his character sound. 
His mother herself, that widowed and doubting 
ene, doubting because so keenly disappointed, can 
hardly do otherwise than expect his success. 
And now and then there comes already a vision 
of his return, with means of comfort for the de- 
pendent household. 

The steamer sails, after delays; and the next 
tidings will be from Rio. Suddenly a rumor, 
then an account, traverses the land, on wings of 
lightning, of disaster and peril! A ship has seen 
“it; then another has seen it; dismasted, leaking, 
its engines useless, rolling a log on the stormy 
Atlantic. Ah! how that heart is harried now by 
these swift rumors. Each thrill of the electric tid- 
ings makes every pulse pause in its beating. 
Each word inflames the consuming fear. ‘Oh, 
how I dreaded and feared this voyage! God 
spare the boy—my own, my onty’! Day after 
day draws slowly on; suspense and doubt seem- 
ing in their slow pressure more terrible than the 
certainty ; yet underneath a secret hope, almost 
a confidence of his escape, contributing to relieve 
them. He hhs been so beloved, God has s0 fa- 
vored him, his life has been and is so necessary— 
# cannot be that uz has gone! 
™ ‘Then bursts the certainty! The long account 

floods instantly, in the marvellous vitality and ex- 
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fully? when al] is dark, around, above; and 
when the Soul ‘knowing its bitterness,’ tosses 
and heaves in restless, continual, unutterable 
Pain ? 

And yet all this has for its representation to 
the public but these two words: ‘swept over- 
board’! So does the Actual ever contrast and 


the need and of the preciousness of that inexhausti- 
ble and omnipresent Sympathy proposed to the 
believer by Him, who said to the waves, Be stil], 
and who now comforts, with human tenderness 
but with Divine sufficiency, all souls of his dis- 
ciples ! 
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HONOR AMONG MINISTERS. 


Dr. Epwarp Bercuer, in his “ Conflict of 
Ages,” represents God as the soul of honor. 
Though we should seek for some higher prin- 
ciple to characterize the Holy One, we yet re- 
gard honor as an essential trait in a righteous 
character. It is an indispensable requisite in a 
public representative of the Gospel. Paul is no 
less remarkable for his nice sense of honor, than 
for his ardent devotion to Christ. But has not 
the importance of this trait in Christian charac- 
ter been overlooked by some teachers of the Gos- 
pel? Has not the theological necessity of prov- 
ing that mere honesty and honor do not consti- 
tute a Christian character, led some to overlook 
or to undervalue these as practical virtues in that 
character? And do not ministers, who are ac- 
customed to wage theological wars against each 
other, in their zeal for an opinion sometimes 
forget what is honorably due to their opponent 
as a man? We may illustrate our meaning by 
examples. 

If a business firm in this city should address 
a private circular to the creditors of a rival firm, 
alleging that said firm was guilty of dishonorable 
dealing and was in failing circumstances, and ia- 
tended to excite suspicions that would result in 


fore the authors of such a circular would be read 
out of "Change, and pointed at by every finger 
in Wall street? If a minister issues a private 
circular, casting suspicions upon a_ brother 
minister whose standing is unimpeached by his 
immediate and responsible associates, does a zeal 
for Orthodoxy make this any the less an act 
of dishonor? The merchant-slanderers might 
plead in their justification a regard for mercan- 
tile honor. But personal honor is quite as im- 
portant as public honor. And honor in the soul 
of a minister is quite as important as Orthodoxy 
in his creed. Repentance for such an act of dis- 
honor as we have supposed, may gain forgiveness 
for the offender, but can not wipe out the shame 
of the act. 

A few years since, a custom-house officer in 
this city gained access to the private correspond- 
ence of several living politicians, and published 
this to the world. But even journals most eager 
for”scandal condemned the transaction, and the 
Court forthwith put an injunction upon the sale 
of the letters. We have known instances in which, 
for some party purpose, some sectarian or private 
end, ministers have made a use of private cor- 
respondence equally reprehensible, and yet have 
justified themselves by the plea of public good, 
or of a regard for truth. ‘Such things are done 
unreflectingly, and in a veal for the glory of 
God, such as Saul had before his conversion. 
But an orthodox faith can gain nothing by the 
sacrifice of honor and justice in practice. Its 
standard, in these respects, should be up to that 
of Wall street, or at least to that of Tammany 
Hall politicians. 

In affairs of the heart, and in money transac- 
tions, we have known acts of extreme dishonor, 
unwittingly performed by ministers of Christ. 
As a body, we believe the Christian ministry 
have a higher sense of honor than most men: 
yet the exceptions to this are frequent and pain- 
ful. For the honor of religion, for the sake of 
the truth, all Christians should protest against 
any dishonorable means for the conservation even 
of an Orthodox faith. 
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THE COMITY OF STATES. 





Tue late disgraceful disturbances at Erie, Penn- 
sylvania, by which the direct railway communica- 
tion between the East and the West has been 
broken up, passengers being compelled to walk 
or to be transported in wagons for an indefinite 
distance through the infected borough, and freight 
and heavy baggage being left to accumulate there, 
have attracted general attention in the community. 
Neither the press nor public meetings, nor cer- 
tainly the common speech of men, have been par- 
ticularly chary of remark concerning the enter- 
prising people who, in order to sell their cakes 
and coffee a little more largely, and to gain 
the other incidental advantages connected with a 
‘break of gauge,’ and a consequent change of 
cars and engines at their station, have violently 
torn up the railway track, mobbed the railway of- 
ficers and managers, burnt. the bridges of the 
company, and turned the whole travelling world 
out of the cars into the cold’ at this inclement 
and tempestuous season. One infant frozen to 
death, and thousands of persons chilled and soaked 
in rain-storms and snow-storms, by their suc- 
cessful operations, are the witnesses of the easy 
victory of the Erieans. As long, however, as in- 





that living, deep, unfathomable solitude of grief 


ness? Can any intense poetic forms picture it 


dwarf the Visible of true sorrow; the Seen fall 
short unspeakably of the Real. Let it teach us 
true charity; fullness of kindness, breadth of 
sympathy, for those who are afflicted. Let it 


make us more aware as we think of it the more, of 


the ruin of said firm, how long would it be be- | 
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cendiarism is considered a questionable virtue, 
and accomplished robbery and attempted murder 
are held to be at least doubtful in their morality, 
the borough will be odorous with an unenviable 
notoriety. A man invited to dine ‘with a gen- 
tleman from Erie,’ will be likely to leave his 
pocket-book at home and to keep his eye on his 
watch, as well as to wear a handkerchief not valu- 
able enough to reward much effort in the stealing. 
A clergyman invited to exchahge with a brother 
from Erie, will be likely to ask what his senti- 
ments are on the subject. of Arson ; whether he 
holds to the murder of babies as a point of Cal- 
vinism, and believes that the ultimate law of the 
universe is the clamor of a mob determined to 
sell pea-nuts. If there is anybody n that be- 
nighted section who takes The Independent, which 
can hardly be imagined, we seriously advise him 
to remove elsewhither, or else to fumigate himself 
from the suspicion of Robbery by a well-timed 
remonstrance against these extraordinary thieve- 
ries going on all around him. 

Meantime, there is one view of this matter 
which has not been dwelt upon, which we have 
hardly seen adverted to indeed, but which, espe- 
cially now that the executive and legislative pow- 
ers of the State are becoming engaged on the 
side of the rioters, is worth considering. We 
refer to the essential contradiction which is given 
by this conduct of Pennsylvania—for such it has 
become—to the received American doctrine of 
the mutual comity obligatory upon States. These 
proceedings are radically violative of that comity. 
They tend, therefore, directly and inevitably, to 
accomplish that Disuxrow of which so many poli- 
ticians have formerly made capital, and which 
still ever and anon stalks as the vanishing ghost 
of a dead alarm in front of the discussions on the 
evils of Slavery. Mr. Foote ought not to leave for 
California till this matter is settled. The “Union- 
Safety-Committee” straining their cotton fish- 
lines to hold together this part of the planet may 
not be altogether a farce, after all. Suppose Ver- 
| mont were to take the same ground respecting 
| Massachusetts, which Pennsylvania is striving to 
| take toward New-York atfd Ohio, and were to 
| say: ‘ Your railway to Montreal must cross my 
| territory ; you shall not have a charter, and your 
| property shall not be protected, except you agree 
‘to a break of gauge at Rutland.’ Suppose New- 
Hampshire should say the same to Vermont; 
and Connecticut to Rhode-Island ; and Maryland 
|to Pennsylvania ;—how long, we should like to 
| know, would these adjacent States remain peace- 
able and united? It is mutual comity, not force 
or law, that assembles and compacts them in a 
permanent confederation. And let that comity 
be really interrupted and repudiated, for purposes 
of gain, and the process of disintegration has com- 
menced at once. It may not go on to fatal re- 
sults; because the forbearance of other States 
may be greater than the covetous folly of any one 
State. But the principle asserted, if generally 
allowed, would make our Union a rope of sand 
before this Congress is half through talking. 

The hope is, of course, and the almost certainty, 
that no other State in the Union will be found as 
ignorant, as factious and as narrowly selfish, as 
Gov. Bigler and his coadjutors are trying to make 
Pennsylvania appear. New-York and Ohio suffer 
the natural disadvantage of peaceable citizens at- 
tacked by a gouger; but we look for no reprisals. 
The only northern State that repudiated its debts, 
may well be left the solitary glory of being 
the only northern State that annuls its charters 
and cultivates mobs for the purpose of selling 
pea-nuts. 
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THE PANORAMIC SWINDLE. 


A aw designed to protect the people of New- 
York from the curse of the lottery swindle, in all 
its multiplied and shifting forms, provides that all 
moneys received by persons engaged in its infrac- 
tion, through any species of lottery, shall be forfeit- 
ed to the Alms-house of the city and county. 
Under this law, Edward C. West, Esq., one of 
the Board of Ten Governors of that institution, 
made an application, a week or two since, to 
Judge Woodruff, of the Court of Common Pleas, 
for a writ against Josiah Perham, who has for 
some years figured before the public as the exhi- 
bitor of the Seven-Mile Mirror, and who has lately 
been proffering an exciting lottery scheme to the 
people of New-York. In pursuance thereof, Perham 
was ordered to find bail in the sum of fifty thou- 
sand dollars, to show cause why the property and 
money which he has been charged with proposing 
to distribute contrary to Jaw, should not be for- 
feited to the alms-heuse. J. Wesley Jones, who 
is charged with conducting a “Gift Concert” 
swindle, on a Jess successful and conspicuous scale, 
has been treated to a similar taste of the law. In 
consideration of his lottery being of what would 
be called the ‘smaller fry,’ howeyer, only ten 
thousand dollars bail was required of him.—And 
so the matter now stands. 

This step of Mr. West cannot be otherwise 
than exceedingly gratifying to the great mass of 
the community ; to all persons, indeed, who have 
not committed themselves to the gamblers by tak- 
ing tickets in their lotteries, or otherwise abetting 
them. Some insight into the nature of the Per- 
ham scheme is not difficult to be got. His 
“capital” is estimated at $100,000, as our readers 
are aware. This has been divided into 100,000 
shares, at one dollar each. The articles of 
“ property,” which were to be drawn for, have been 
so frequently vaunted in the advertising columns 
of the secular papers, that our readers do not 
need to have them detailed. The “hundred 
thousand gifts,” promised in the shape of prizes, 
may be fairly analyzed thus: 6263 articles worth 
over one dollar, as against 93,737 which probably 
cost from two to four cents; there being 53,737 
hand-books, descriptive of the panoramic mirror, 
which would of course be worth nothing to the 
winners, except as perpetual memorials of their 
extraordinary verdancy and their inordinate ac- 
quisitiveness. 

Now, it is doubtful whether a more monstrous 
lottery fraud than,this could have been concocted 
by the most perfect adept that ever received the 
fit reward of his labors in a state-prison. We 
know that we are employing severe langnage, but 
it certainly is not too severe for the case. Indeed, 
the truth could not be over-expressed, if the dic- 
tionary were exhausted in the effort. We haye 
become too painfully convinced of the ruinous 
effects of the lottery system, in this and other 
States, to feel the least: tolerance for those who en- 
gage in it, in whatever of its manifold forms they 
may present it. If the woes and miseries which 
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in a single State subjected to the legal sway of 
the lottery fiend, could be arrayed before the 
reader, there would" be no need of a single word 
of comment. The simple catalogue would make 
every person, not Jost to all caré for the welfare of 
his kind, shudder and tremble. 

One of the worst facts in its history is, that it 
expends its impoverishing and demoralizing forces 
upon those classes least able to bearthem. It has 
made more paupers, thieves, madmen, and suicides 
than all other malign agencies put together, the 
liquor traffic alone excepted ; and to that a most 
efficient ally has been furnished in this kindred 
system ; for whether the adventurer in the lottery 
scheme wins or loses, he is always surg to drink, 
If he never drank before he drinks now, either to 
aid the expression of his joy, or to drown his 
chagrin. 

It is not wonderful that the legislative power 
of this State should have been invoked to prevent 
the community here from being overwhelmed in 
such a sea of corruption, poverty, and crime. The 
history of the developments of the evasive system 
of lotteries under notice now, would demonstrate, 
if it could be written as far as it has gone, the 
same tendencies. It is not wealthy, or well-to-do 
people, for the most part, who have become the 
holders of these vaunted “ hundred thousand gift” 
tickets; but it is the poor and the needy, with 
whom hope against hope has prevailed to prepare 
the way for their inveiglement. The “last dol- 
lar” has often gone jingling imto the coffers of the 
cunning artificer of this wide-reaching ruin. The 
earnings of even seamstresses, which have perhaps 
come drop by drop from fingers pierced by sewing, 
for which the most inadequate pittance was 
received, have been treasured up to purchase 
‘ prizes’ with. Nay, even the pennies which charity 
has placed in the hands of poverty, have probably 
gone to fill the treasury of this crafty fraud ! 

The step of Mr. West, therefore, as one of the 
Ten Governors of the alms-house, in complaining 
against these panoramic gentry, was exceedingly 
appropriate. It was not only legally right, but 


but proper that such ill-gotten gains should go to 
such receptacles. It is the only way in which the 


every one as exactly just. 
process which has been commenced, promptly 
and fearlessly proceeded with, till such subtle and 
dangerous gambling adventures may have an end 
in our city. 


~s 
oo 


SYMPATHY FOR BEDINI. 





Tue visit of the notorious Beprx1 to this coun- 
try, in the capacity of Papal Nuncio, has called 
forth quite opposite demonstrations from the two 
parties most interested in politico-papal move- 
ments—the politicians, and the non-Catholic emi- 
grant population. The latter have everywhere 
looked with disgust and indignation upon the 
presence of one whose reputation for cruelty would 
place him at the head of the Spanish Inquisition 
of two centuries ago. They have found it difti- 
cult to restrain their indignation within the bounds 
of law; but though they have expressed their 
contempt and hatred of the ecclesiastical monster 
by burning him in effigy, and by groaning in front 
of his hotel, no violence has been offered to his 
person. We trust that our foreign population do 
not need to be taught, that, with the exception of 
those who have run away from unlawful bondage 
upon American soil, every man’s persor is here 
sacred in the eye of the law, and that the best 
guaranty of their own protection is given in the 
like protection of their enemies. 

But another class have given to Bedini quite a 
different reception. Politicians have hailed his 
advent as an accession of several thousand votes 
to their party, provided, of course, that their cards 
should be well played. The first card turned up 
at Cincinnati, where the police made an unjusti- 
fiable and murderous assault upon a procession 
of Germans, who had attempted no violence and 
were intending none. The result of that move is 
likely to prove the players unskillful. 

Demonstrations in the way of dinners, and of 
special facilities for travel, were quite too limited 
in their range for the real object in view. These 
might comfort the soul of the Nuncio, but their 
influence upon the polls would be too remote for 
any practical benefit. 

At last, however, the moment came. The Sen- 
ate, fearing for the honor and dignity of the Amer- 
ican people, and desiring to cultivate friendly re- 
lations with his Holiness, passed compliments 
upon the Nuncio, and instituted inquiries as to 
his mission and his reception. Mr. Cass, the vet- 
eran of the old file democracy ; Mr. Douglas, the 
champion of Young America; Mr. Everett, the 
representativg of the effete Websterian dynasty in 
Massachusetts, each dispensed some gracious drops 
of eloquence upon the persecuted Nuncio. Their 
speeches are duly reported, and their position is de- 
fined. But politicians are not always clear-sighted 
while attempting to mount the giddy height of the 
Presidency. These gentlemen have check-mated 
each other; and, what is more, they have check- 
mated themselves. What will become of the votes 
of the tens of thousands of Germans and Italians, 
whose hatred of Bedini is undisguised? Will 
Mr. Cass get them, or Mr. Douglas, or Mr. Eve- 
rett; or Will they go rather to John P. Hale? Do 
these gentlemen know that the Union of po- 
litical refugees in this city, which is growing in 
numbers and in power, is anti-papal to its core, not 
on religious but on political grounds? Have they 
thought, too, of the possible effect of this open 
bid for Roman Catholic votes upon the minds of 
millions of native Americans? We would know 
neither Protestantism nor Nativism in our politi- 
cal affairs. We would go to the utmost length 
for the equal rights of Roman Catholics as citizens, 
without regard to their religion. We would not 
force the Bible upon them or their children, for 
we have no right to do this, either legally or mo- 
rally. It is no epncession to Romanists to with- 
draw the Bible from the common school, if they 
object to its use. This is but carrying out in 
good faith the principles of religious liberty and 
of true republicanism. Consistency in ourselves, 
as well as a wise regard for the welfare of Roman- 
ists, demands that we use no legal or moral coér- 
cion in matters of faith. But whenever politicians 
ally themselves with Romanism as a political in- 
terest, then the great body of American citizens, 
forgetting the behests of party, will go quietly to 
the polls, and consign the charlatans to a purga- 





have come into families through its direct agency, 
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philosophically responsive and equitable. It is | 


support the pauperized widows and orphans of | 
the class whom the lottery system crowds into | 


slightest promise of restitution could ever be afford- | 
ed, and the proposed retribution will occur to | 
We hope to see the | 


‘be able to extricate them. 
Messrs. Cass, Douglas, and Everett, but ‘really we 
do not.see how they can retrieve their error. 
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THE SANCTITY OF .THE GRAVE. 


—— 


A prosect is on foot, with the probability of 
success, to cut a street through Trinity Church 
Yard, for the purpose of connecting Broadway 
with Greenwich street, dvc., on the west side of 
the town. The object is, of course, to raise the 
price of lots and of buildings in that part of the 
town, and to put money into the purses of the 
living by digging up and casting out the bones 
of the dead. We most seriously and earnestly 
hope that the sense of public decency, if not of 
morality and religion, will prevent this avari¢ious 
sacrilege from being consummated. There is 
nothing in our northern civilization so grossly 
and repulsively barbarian to us, as the facility 
with which men toss about the relics of the dead, 
carting them off like offal and refuse from the 
path of the railway, or of the business street. If 
the inhabitants of some of our villages and cities 
were Copper-head Indians, they could not be more 
insensible than they are to that delicate, precious, 
and purifying sentiment, which honors the very 
dust that has once enshrined genius, valor, fidelity 
and love. If they were heathen Idolators, with- 
out any knowledge of Christ and the resurrec- 
tion, they could hardly more thoroughly and 
practically ignore that blessed Word which 
teaches us of the body that, “ It is sown in weak- 
ness, IT is raised in power; It is sown a natural 
body; IT is raised, a Spiritual Body.” What 
God watches over, and will glorify in his kingdom, 
that they who profess to believe in God should 
not throw forth as ordure into the streets. What 
Life sublimed, and Love has consecrated, should 
not be estimated at merely its value in the mar- 
ket for dirt. The man who has had father, mo- 





dust to him is sacred, should certainly see to it 
| that he disturbs no dust of others who have been 
| mothers, sisters, brothers, children, cherished 
| Wives, venerated parents, as dear to others as his 
| to him. 

We have no especial veneration or fondness for 
| the Trinity Corporation ; certainly no attachment 
to their views. On the contrary, we heartily and 
earnestly wish that their wealth was much less 


But this meditated molestation of 
the sanctity of the grave has relation to many 
others besides them. It touches directly every 
| one who has 


| ently applied. 
a spot dear to his heart, because a 
| friend’s loved form has consecrated it. 
} 
| plundered grave. We trust that this greedy lust for 
money may be constrained to glut itself for the 
present from the living alone, without opening 
graves and ransacking tombs to mass its treasures. 
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AN EASTERN THANKSGIVING. 


Ose of the pleasantest Thanksgivings of the sea- 
son was held on the shores of the Bosphorus. A 
letter from a missionary brother at Constantinople, 
says: “‘ You will doubtless take a benevolent plea- 
sure in hearing that we are all well, and prospering 
in our poor way. Yesterday we kept Thanksgiving 
day in this Turkish village, [Bebek, a suburb of 
Constantinople, about six miles north, en the Bos- 
phorus, ] twenty-one persons present at my house for 
meeting and dinner, and the same to tea, and an 
evening meeting. Another Thanksgiving was cele- 
brated by the Missionaries in Pera, [opposite Con- 
stantinople,] and still another at Harskeny, [on the 
Golden Horn]—three New-England Thanksgivings 
in Constantinople !” 

Who will not rejoice that our missionary brethren 
can refresh themselves with these home associa- 
tions, and keep alive in their children’s hearts the festi- 
vals'of New-England? These domestic festivities upon 
missionary ground, have a far higher value than as 
seasons of bodily refreshment, and of social plea- 
sure. They strengthen the ties of the missionaries 
to their home, they bind the children of the mis- 
sions to the land of their fathers, and they exhibit, 
in a land of superstitious ceremonies, the simple, 
hearty, social character of the Gospel. 

We spent the Fourth of July with this same 
goodly company, assembled under the American 
flag, on the shgre of the Bosphorus; and we can 
well imagine the warm and genial religious tone, 
and the downright heartiness of their Thanksgiy- 
ing. This looks toward annexation. 

While Russia, France, and England, are watching 
the spoils of war in Turkey, our brethren are qui- 
etly annexing the land of the false prophet to the king- 
dom of universal righteousness, peace, and good- 
will. 

-* — 

Sry_e.—A worthy subscriber in Massachusetts, a 
Congregational pastor, in renewing his subscription, 
complains of the “ill-bred puppyism by which the 
pages of The Independent have hitherto been so 
frequently disfigured.” 

‘Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” An ex- 
hortation to meekness and courtesy comes excel- 
lently well from one who is a model of those graces ; 
and hints on style are most acceptable from one who 
has evidently made this his study. As yet we are 
but learners in this department; but if we cannot 
“out-grow” the canine altogether, we hope at least 
to get up to our critic’s well-bred species. 

Should a parishioner of our friend accompany his 
renewed subscription for his minister’s support with 
such a criticism upon his earnest preaching against 
meanness and injustice, (for his criticism refers to 
our strong rebuke of these immoralities in the ser- 
vice of Orthodoxy)—he would disdain the money. 
We are more charitable; and shall continue to send 
Mr. —— our paper below cost, knowing that we 
shall give him more than two dollars’ worth of whole- 
some doctrine, irrespective of style. 

a 

French CanapDIAN Missionary Socrety.—This 
excellent Society is engaged in the evangelization 
of French Roman Catholics in Canada. One of its 
most important operations is the support of a female 
boarding-school, in which youth rescued from Jesu- 
itical institutions are trained for spheres of useful- 
ness. After many discouragements, the Society 
have at last succeeded in erecting a building at 
Point aua Trembies, for the uses of the school, 
which is under the superintendence of Madame Tan- 
ner, the worthy and efficient directress of the insti- 
tution from the beginning. This building, which 
cost about $5000, is not yet finished, nor fully paid 
for. The disastrous fires in Montreal have crippled 
the resources of its friends there, and the school is 
in urgent need of aid. Most cordially do we com- 
mend it to the friends of evangelical religion. Any 
subsériptions for this object may be forwarded to 
this office or to that of the American and Foreign 
Christian Union. 

A Curistian Covony. The advertisement under 
this head, in another column, is from a responsible 
party, and is well worthy of attention. The whole 
movement will be conducted upon honorable and reli- 








tory, from which all the masses of Bedini will not 
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FROM A CORRESPONDENT AT BOSTON 


(eee 
Bostox, January 2) 
MR. CHOATE’S ARGUMENT. 


On Wednesday last, Hon. Rufus Choate deliver... 
argument before the full Bench of the Supreme (,.., 
in this city, on the constitutionality of the Masu. 
setts Anti-liquor Law, chiefly as it relates to the v¢,, . 
and destruction of liquors. He defended its constit,:.,, 
ality, showing, in the first place, that after spiritr:., 
liquors have gone from the original packages in whi, 
they were imported, and been reduced to pan), 
smaller than the general Government takes cogni:,;,,, 
of, then that government ceases to protect then ,,, 
they become subject exclusively and entirely State 
legislation. The State may do just what it pj... 
with the article, subject to no question of constity:;,, 
ality as it respects the U. S. constitution, Then, ,. ;, 
the constitution of the State, that instrument \,, 
authorized the Legislature to pase all lawe which \ 
deems wholesome and reasonable, and Mr. Choate haj 
never yet heard it suggested that there was anything 
in the constitution of Massachusetts forbidding the 
Legislature to ordain that liquor hall not be key 
held with the intent to sell the same. Then, such keep 
ing of liquor being made illegal, whether the « \x 
considered a crime, misdemeanor, or nuisance, it wa 
perfectly constitutional to impose a fine, or to destroy 
the liquor. In regard to the constitutional right of d: 
stroying liquor illegally kept, Mr. Choate argued tha: 
it was of precisely the same nature as a fine. In either 
case, it was simply taking a part of the property of the 
offender, such property being declared forfeited. Sup- 
pose the penalty to bea fine of an acre of land, which 
should never be cultivated, but sown down with «alt, 
as a warning to all men not to commit the same of 
fense, the principle would be the same—the forfeiture 
and destruction of property. The learned gentleman 
regarded liquor, under certain circumstances of probi 
bition, in the same light’ precisely as counterfeit bille 
gaming implemente, lottery-tickets, obscene pub) ica 
tions, and a multitude of euch cases, The law, ‘ro 
| such eases, destroys property for the public benefit, or 
the prineiple that it is not fit to be kept forsale. Th: 
next point examined was the mode of executing the \aw 

and it was shown, with equal clearness, that in tl 
| there was nothing unconstitutional. 

Mr. Choate pointed out the difference between t! 
law of this State and that of Rhode-Island, which was 
| pronounced unconstitutional by Judge Curtis. The law 
| of Rhode-Island was couched in such terms as to offer 
| two serious impediments to an appeal from the Justice's 





| Court to a trial by ajury. One of these impediment 

| was, making the plaintiff, in case of conviction by jury 
| liable to five times the penalty imposed by the low: 

| court. This was deemed by Judge Curtis an unconeti- 
tutional embarrassment in the way of appeal and trial 
| by jury, aad on this ground, chiefly, he based hie de- 
But the law of Massachusetts, Mr. Choate 
clearly showed, is entirely free from these objections, 


} cision. 


| and is in no way affected by the ruling of Judge Curtis 
| The opinion of the Court ‘has not been given, but it 
| seems hardly possible, after listening to such an arg 
| ment, that it should be otherwise than favorable to the 
| law. 


| FEMALE MEDICAL COLLEGE, 


The Female Medical College of this city reports 
| as in a prosperous condition. It was opened in 1848, 
| two years before any other institution of the kind in 


| ° 
| this country ; was incorporated by the Legislature ¢! 


ee] 


|same year, and within a week it has applied for a 
legislative grant of ten thousand dollars. The college 
| has a full board of instructors, considerable apparatus, 
| and occupies spacious rooms in a new granite building 
on Washington street. It has had above eighty etv- 
dents since its commencement, chiefly New-Englaid 
ladies, most ef whom have confined themselves to ot 
| stetrica] studies. Some, however, have taken a wider 
| range, have an M.D. to their names, and of this class 
| four, as was announced in the Boston Medical and 
| Surgical Journal not long since, “are establishing 
| circles of good practice” in this city. The medica) 
fraternity of Boston are generally unfriendly to the in 
stitution, perhaps jealous of its encroachments, but they 
make no open opposition. So far as this college offers 
new incentives to female intellect and enterprise, with- 
out trenching upon woman’s sphere, all will rejoice in 
its success. As a means of raising up a corps of medi 
cal missionary women, it is regarded as highly import 
ant by many, who perhaps would disapprove of its 

other features. ° 
CYCLOPEDIA OF MISSIONS, 

Rev. Harvey Newoomb is now at the Missionary 
House in this city, diligently employed upon his great 
work, the Cyclopadia of Missions. The library-room 
of the Board is the only place in this country where 
materials can be found for such a work, and indeed 6o 
large and complete a collection of missionary publics- 
tions, cyclopedias, biographies, histories, travels, mape, 
&c., is nowhere else to be found in the world. There 
is not a mission nor a station, of whatever date or de- 
nomination, nor any enterprise bearing a missionary 
character, a complete knowledge of which may not be 
gathered from this library. Of necessity, therefore, 
Mr. Newcomb must prepare his eyclopedia here; and 
with such materials before him, subject to his discrimi- 
nating good sense and thorough habits, it cannot fail 
to meet the high anticipations which have been raised, 
Mr. N. is employing able assistance, and hopes to get 
the work ready for the press in the latter part of this 





season. 
LEGIBLATIVE REFORM. 

The defeat of the amended constitution was effected 
by promises, should the whigs come into power, of 
giving to the most important of the amendments, in a 
legislative way. A movement in that direction hae 
been made. On Thursday last, an order was sub 
mitted to the House on constitutional amendments, 
providing that a plurality shall elect, in all cagee of 
election by the people: that the State shall be divided 
into forty senatorial districts, each entitled to one 
senator ; that the secretary, treasurer, and auditor shall 
be chosen by the people ; that the councillors, eight in 
number, shall also be chosen by the people ; and that, 
for this purpose, the State shall be divided into eight 
councillor districts, each comprising five contiguous 
senatorial districte. The order is supposed to embrace 
the views of many of the leading members of the Legie- 


lature. 
ITEMA. 


You will see by the Boston papers that Hon, William 
Appleton, of this city, has contributed $2400, to com- 
plete the sum necessary to send to Africa the thirty-six 
slaves of Mr. Bell, of Nashville, Tenn. 

John Mitchel’s apostasy from freedom, and advocacy 
of slavery, is severely condemned, even by the con- 
servative whig papers of this city. The Transcript 
wishes that he “might become the victim of his own 
political views, and personally experience the unutter 
able woes he advocates for his fellow-men.” 

I have been so far behind the times as not to know 
till lately that a society of ‘Odd Ladies” existe in this 
vicinity. Such is the fact, however. It is called the 
“Franklin Lodge,” and has been in existence three 
years. It is said to have seventy members, and to be 
charitable in its aime. 

The Jrish Republican, a few numbers of whieh ap- 
peared a month jor two since, has been discontinued. 


So has the§Se/7- Cultivator, the colored man’s paper. 
a 


* 
> 





Tur Pacino Ramroap.—It is understood that the 
Senate Committee, having in charge the subject of 
railway to the Pacific, have determined to report in 
favorof three lines—one throngh Texas to San Di 
ego; another from the Missouri line, near the mouth 
of the Kaneas, having its eastern termini at Memphis 
and St. Louis, and running through Utah to San Fran- 
ciseo; and a third from the west end of Lake Superior, 
with a terminus also on Lake Michigan, to the mouth 
of the Columbia, with a fork terssinating at Puget’s 
Sound. It will be recommended to give the alternate 
section of a strip of land eighty miles wide to the con- 
tractor, for building the Central and Northern roads, 
and an equivalent grant in aid of the Southern one; 
and to give the contract to the person or persone who 
will complete the work in the shortest time. The 
work eventually to belong to the States in which it 
ma be situated, they keeping it up, and carrying the 

troops, and government agente, free for the 
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